FEATURES: INSTALLATION

A Fohhn Linea LX-220 speaker on the mall’s parapet
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HONG KONG-BASED EQUIPMENT
supply and installation company, Jolly
Pro Audio, was recently contacted
with a rather unusual enquiry.
Henderson Land Development,
owner of a shopping mall in Yuen
Long, New Territories, wanted to
digitise its clock tower, and called the
company in for advice.

The Yuen Long Citimall, built in
the 1980s, had originally featured
a British-style clock tower complete
with iron bells that pealed out across
the neighbourhood on the hour. By
late 2014, Henderson decided that
a renovation was due. Fortunately,
the company was aware that for
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the continuity of the store, it was
important to retain the distinctive
chimes. This would involve carefully
recording and sampling the actual
bells to ensure the replacement
chimes were identical to the real
thing.

‘The original system was operated
by actual bells that rang the hour,
very similar to the tones of Big
Ben in London,” explains Jolly Pro
Audio’s sales engineer, Leo Shum.
‘The mechanism wasn’t working any
more, and the bells had failed a long
time ago. Henderson also decided to
rebuild the clock face itself, replacing
the analogue mechanism with an
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Hong Kong is in a constant state of redevelopment but
some projects are aimed at reflecting its history, writes
Caroline Moss

LED display which could be used to
show videos and advertising.’

Jolly Pro Audio worked closely with
consultant S M Leung from MECS
Consulting Engineers HK Ltd to
provide a solution that would be
up-to-date while retaining its quirky
familiarity. The company went about
making plans to record the bells, also
providing and installing a playback
system at the mall. Dismantling the
bells, Mr Shum ferried them to a
recording studio where, one by one,
he struck them with a hammer so
their individual melodies could be
recorded. ‘The bells - all 20 of them
- were extremely heavy as they are
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