Fohhn Linea LX150

Compact Line Array

These sleek column speakers from
prestigious PA brand Fohhn kick out more
sound than their size might suggest...

PAUL WHITE

speakers for my own gigs, alongside

either a Fohhn 12-inch or 15-inch sub
for the bass, depending on the venue size.
They are extremely small, the sound quality
is closer to hi-fi than PA, and yet they can fill

I use a pair of Fohhn Linea LX100

a deceptively large space, due to the line
array’s ‘wide but shallow’ dispersion pattern,
which provides good coverage at the front
while carrying to the back of the venue
significantly more effectively than a typical
box-type speaker. The LX150 reviewed
here uses exactly the same technology
and driver design as the LX100s, but it
packs 12 four-inch neodymiurn drivers into
its longer aluminium column (the LX100
has eight drivers). These are protected by
a perforated metal grille, while a tough
powder-coat finish protects the metal. My
LX100s have so far remained unscratched,
which suggests that it is pretty effective.
The use of a one-inch compression HF
driver to handle the highest frequencies
marks a departure from strict line-array
principles, but this is mounted in
a waveguide designed to produce
a cylindrical dispersion (to match that of

Fohhn Linea LX150

PROS

» Light, compact and easy to set up.

* Clean sound quality.

» The line-array format puts the sound
where it is most needed without wasting
excessive power on the floor or ceiling.

CONS
* Costly for many bands gigging at the lower
end of the food chain.

SUMMARY

This line array is one of the best examples

of how modern driver and amp technology
really can deliver a high-performance system
that will fit into a hatchback.
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the cone drivers), rather than the spherical
dispersion that would result from simple flat
baffle mounting. Although these speakers
are passive, they incorporate what Fohhn
describe as an ‘intelligent crossover’, with an
Intelligent Protection Circuit (IPC) to guard
against overload:

Many of the smaller Fohhn systems are
based around their active subs, which are
fitted with Class-D amplifiers that supply
the necessary power both for themselves
and also for one or two tops. To provide
the quickest and simplest setup, then, the
LX150s ideally need to be used with one
or two Fohhn active subwoofers, as these
include DSP speaker management, where
entering the model number for the tops
automatically loads the correcting settings
for the crossover, limiter and so on. The
LX150s are designed for use with the AS10,
AS20 and AS30 active subs or, with suitable
amplifiers, the passive X510, XS20 and XS30
subwoofers. However, you can also use your
own amplifiers and speaker controllers, as
long as the correct crossover frequency and
power limit are set. The speaker impedance
is 8Q) per cabinet.

A nurmber of mounting options are
available, including eight Mé-thread
suspension points. The speakers are
suitable both for installation and portable
PA work, but if you want to put them on
speaker poles, you'll need to also buy the
necessary fittings — in this case, a couple of
SA6 stand adaptors, which fit to the rear of
the speaker column using cap-head bolts.
These have adjustment for tilt and are fitted
with a pole clamp screw. Padded carrier

bags are also available, and these take
the speaker with the stand adaptor fitted,
while leaving space for you to carry your
Speakon and Powercon cables if necessary.
I'd really recommend these bags, as they
provide a decent degree of protection.

The cabinets are fitted with both Speakon
connectors (two, so you can link through
them) and an eight-way Phoenix connector
strip for fixed installations.
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Conclusion

ea LX150s are quite superb in terms of sound quality,
~ sound level, coverage and convenience. They don't block the
~ view of the band and they don’t compromise the sound of

lity acoustic instruments. Choosing this route could well
save you the cost of a van, and maybe even a few chiropractor
visits, too! Don't be fooled by their small size — add one or
two subwoofers
and you will
have one

very serious
sound system
indeed. NN






